
Malborough Village Hall & Playing Fields Association 
and 

South Hams District Council’s Public Space Protection Orders 
 

SHDC are currently undertaking a Public Consultation on Dog Control in areas covered by 

their Public Space Protection Orders (PSPOs).  MVH & PFA have been advised that as we 

allow members of the public to access our land then we should be under the jurisdiction of 

the Dog Control Orders which SHDC specify.  SHDC do not own, manage or maintain our 

land, neither do they empty bins on our playing fields.  

Malborough Village Hall & Playing Fields Association (MVH & PFA) is a charity established in 

March 1948.  The Village Hall was built in 1975 following many years of fundraising and 

community endeavour.  A subsequent purchase of additional land (formerly Baxter’s Field) 

enabled an increase in playing facilities and the establishment of a community wood. 

The facilities now provided include Outdoor Gym Equipment, Children’s Play Area, Skate 

Park, Tennis Courts, Senior and Junior Football Pitches and a Community Wood.  All of these 

facilities are well used and our local school undertakes Forestry School sessions in the Wood 

on a weekly basis.  Of course, during the current Covid-19 crisis we are unable to open all of 

these facilities but we will be able to allow full access as soon as the Government 

restrictions are lifted. 

We have, for many, many years asked that dogs should not be taken onto our playing fields 

or into our wood.  Most dog owners have been careful to ensure this does not happen but, 

as always there are exceptions.  We have families enjoying picnics and kite-flying, children 

enjoying the play area and exploring the wood, youngsters using the skate park, sports 

teams using the playing fields for organised matches and training.  They want to be able to 

enjoy the area without coming across a dog running loose or finding dog mess.  Sadly, some 

owners who see fit to take their dogs onto our fields have not cleared up after them, leaving 

piles of dog mess which is clearly a health hazard and not something you would wish your 

child to run into.  Our football teams have to regularly clear up dog mess around the field 

and are unable to commence playing until an inspection has taken place.  If you speak to our 

groundsmen, they will have the same tale to tell. 

To give easy access for dog walkers to the cycle track and beyond, we fenced off a path 

leading from the Cumber Estate entrance along to the cycle track to allow dog walkers to 

walk their dogs on a circular route around the village or down to Salcombe. 

In 2012 the land was registered with Fields in Trust to ensure that the land was maintained 

as a playing field and recreation ground.  Fields in Trust have confirmed that we have their 

backing for our request to withdraw from the PSPO which SHDC wish to enforce. 

We would like to retain the situation whereby we can specify what happens on the charity-

owned land and for parishioners to consult us about their needs. It would appear in this 

instant that SHDC are trying to have control over the playing fields and our regulation of 

them as locally elected trustees, this sets a poor precedent.  We therefore ask that MVH & 

PFA land is not included in the SHDC PSPOs so that we can continue, as we have for very 

many years.  
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